{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 because I thought it for the honour of the nation to collect and set out properly the monuments of its history, because I con\-sidered history an efficacious means of exciting patriotism and sustaining it against the influence of self-interest. I hoped to get the necessary support from the noblesse, and perhaps from the Princes. I declined the offer of a subsidy from the Emperor Alexander which was made me by Capodistrias in the autumn of 1818. ]3ut my expectations were either not at all or in\-adequately realised, and the work could not be undertaken with proper vigour \hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'95\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0  it makes way very slowly, but at the same time very thoroughly, thanks mainly to the excellent Editor, Pertz, of the Hannoverian Archives, whose merits are recognized by the whole learned world. All the praise and merit belongs to him, and to me only that of the first impulse, and of a money subscription partly furnished by me, partly by some friends, so that if disser\-tations were written on the question you propose, only a small part of the praise would fall to me, and I should only be liable to be charged with the sin of omission.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 But the question rises whether I ought to omit doing as much good as possible by speech or action.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 By speech in a private position one can only be influential through a recognized social position, which is gained either by keeping a house which may serve as a centre, or else by skill. I have not the smallest inclination or aptitude for either, my turn for solitude, my love of independence, which amounts to ob\-stinacy, do not allow me to take this course. I should express my opinion without sparing any one, affront and irritate all parties alike, Aristocrats, Bureaucrats and Liberals ; they would all turn their backs on me as an old prattler, and neither I nor the cause would gain anything.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 A fixed official position I have not got, for when I returned from Russia in 1813 Hardenberg was at the head of affairs\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 he had ability and ready apprehension, but his pride, his immorality and spirit of intrigue wanted only subordinate tools, no indepen\-dent or active assistants, so he surrounded himself with people of}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 32\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 2}\par }